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Orwigsburg Borough’s year-end financial 
picture for 2019 was a winner, show-
ing revenue outdistancing expenditures, 
enabling us to direct $300,000 to 
“reserve accounts” to fund improve-
ments to the Borough’s infrastructure.

Our largest source of revenue 
each year comes from Property Taxes. 
Additional significant revenues come 
from Earned Income, and other Act 511 
Taxes. Together, they account for 79.8% 
of the Borough’s revenue.

Expenditures for 2019 were $1,747,700 
– the largest block of these costs in the General 
Fund is for the operation of our police department 
at $693,500. Parks and Recreation, which includes 
Veterans Memorial Hall, amounts to $167,500. The 
remainder of expenditures fund operations – tax col-
lecting, financing, auditing, building maintenance, 
street and bridge maintenance, stormwater, snow 
removal, street cleaning, street lighting, traffic con-
trol, operating the fire department, and donations to 
various Borough organizations.
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State of the Borough – 2019 Reserves to Fund Infrastructure Repairs

opportunities Ahead will Keep orwigsburg Thriving
By randy Miller, Borough Manager

A number of Borough repairs are planned 
for this year – Borough Hall needs exte-

rior work; storm water issues along Long 
Avenue and infrastructure improvements 
in other areas of town will be addressed; 
and the Ridgeview Development will get 
an overlay of the street where needed.

The Borough’s contract with County 
Waste for the weekly collection and 

removal of waste expired, but has been 
extended annually for the past three 

2020 EvEnts
Orwigsburg Lions Club Easter Egg Hunt at Albright’s 

Woods Community Park, Saturday, April 4, noon.
Memorial Day parade/service and Lions Club Chicken 

Barbecue – Monday, May 25; activities begin 8 a.m.
Garden Tour & Tea – Sunday, July 5; Hosted by the 

Orwigsburg Historical Society.
Square Time – Farm-To-Square, Thurs., Aug. 13 

5 to 8 p.m. Featuring local farm market 
goods, wineries, breweries, local 
restaurants, live music, and more.

Orwigsburg Heritage Day – Saturday, Sept. 12; 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Orwigsburg Halloween Parade – Wed., Oct. 28; 7 p.m.
Halloween Trick-or-Treat – Thurs., Oct. 29; 6 to 8 p.m.
Orwigsburg Holly Trail and Festival of Lights 

Saturday, Dec. 5; noon and 4:30 p.m.

oBPA works for All
The Orwigsburg Business and Professional 

Association (OBPA) has elected new members to its 
Board of Directors, officers of its Executive Board, and 
announces its calendar of 2020 community events 
with exciting, entertaining and affordable activities 
for residents and visitors of all ages.

Be an active community member
New members of OBPA are enthusiastically wel-

comed. Our annual Meet & Greet Mixer will be held 
at the Schuylkill Country Club on Thursday, April 2 
from 5 to 7 p.m.

It’s an opportunity for old, new and prospective 
members of OBPA to meet, network, and interact 
with leaders from Schuylkill County and Orwigsburg 
Borough. OBPA is business-oriented, but non-busi-
ness individuals eager to be involved are encouraged. 
An RSVP is required.

– Continued on page 2

– Continued on page 4
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960 E. Main Street  •  Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972
Ph: 570-385-3120  •  Fax: 570-385-0725

E-mail: printing@southschuylkill.net

We Can Design It • Print It • Mail It

www.SouthSchuylkill.com

South Schuylkill
Printing & Publishing

DIRECT MAIL to EVERY
Household and Business!
You choose the area. No addresses or labels.
needed. Pay only 19.1 cents each in postage.

E.D.D.M.
EvEry DOOr DirECT MaiL

Get Your Business
name out there!

Borough Manager
– Continued from Page 1

years. This has worked to the 
Borough’s benefit, but now a 
new contract needs to be nego-
tiated for this service begin-
ning in 2021. Higher costs for 
trash and recycling collection 
are expected due to the decline 
of the recycling industry and 
higher fuel and landfill costs.

The Water and Sewer 
accounts finished 2019 barely 
in the black overall, netting 
$16,000 available at the begin-
ning of 2020. This amount is not nearly enough, in 
reserves, to make much-needed repairs to the systems. 

Infiltration and Inflow (I&I) of ground and storm 
water from sump pumps, rain leaders, etc. is clean 
water that, when it enters the sewer lines, must be 
treated before being discharged from the sewer plant. 
There are efforts going on to help reduce this I&I; 
however, these corrections are not easily done and are 
expensive to accomplish.

The final point I would like to place before you 
is this. Development is coming to this region. The 
Borough needs to be vigilant in its responses to the 
flow of progress. There will be opportunities the 
Borough will need to pursue to keep the Borough 
thriving. – randy Miller, Borough Manager

2020 Borough offIcIAls
209 N. Warren Street

Orwigsburg, PA 17961 • Ph: 570-366-3103
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

www.Orwigsburg.gov

offIcIAls
Mayor ................................................... Barry Berger
Council President ........................ Richard Bubeck
Council Vice President ............ Rodney Schaeffer
Borough Manager ....................... Randall P. Miller
Secretary ....................................... Sherry Edwards
Treasurer .......................................Colleen Hoptak
Tax Receiver ..................................Colleen Hoptak
Solicitor ......................................... Paul Datte, Esq.
Borough Engineers .......... ARRO Consulting, Inc.
 Entech Engineering, Inc.
 Alfred Benesch & Company
Fire Chief .................................. Jesse Zimmerman

AddITIoNAl couNcIl MEMBErs
Madeline Bartush•Katie Bedway

Kerry Mariano
Angela Hoptak-Solga•Brock Stein

PolIcE dEPArTMENT
Emergency ...............................................Dial 9-1-1
Non-emergency ................................570-366-3101

John Koury, Chief
Brandon Bayer•Robert Bechtel

Bryce Lewis•Patrick McBreen•Tanner Noecker

sTrEET dEPArTMENT
Slade Bugajinsky•Devin Deibert

Shawn Reichart

wATEr ANd wAsTEwATEr
David Teter

Borough offIcE
Sherry Edwards•Kathi Mengle

Orwigsburg Borough Council meets the 
First and Second Wednesday of each month 
beginning at 7 p.m. in the Council Chambers, 
second floor of the Orwigsburg Municipal 
Building, 209 North Warren Street. 

Both meetings are open to the public. A 
Work Session for discussions and setting of an 
agenda takes place on the First Wednesday; the 
Business Meeting is then held on the Second 
Wednesday.

OFFICIAL BOROUGH HOLIDAYS
Orwigsburg Borough offices and services 

will be closed on the following days in 2020 in 
observance of the stated holidays – New Year’s 
Day, Jan. 1; Good Friday, April 10; Memorial Day, 
May 25; Independence Day, July 3 (observed); 
Labor Day, Sept. 7; Veterans’ Day, Nov. 11; 
Thanksgiving, Nov. 26 and 27; Christmas Eve 
and Day, Dec. 24 and 25.

rANdY MIllEr
Borough Manager
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Ashley Securda, Esq.

Elder Law (Estate Planning, Medicaid Planning
Asset Protection, Estate Administration

Wills & Trusts, Guardianships)
Municipal Law  | Civil Litigation
Real Estate  | Debt Collection

Worker's Compensation  |  Personal Injury 
Social Security Disability

Criminal Defense 
(DUI - Driving Under the Influence, 

Drug Delivery, and Manufacturing, Theft, Assault, 
Burglary, Robbery, and Criminal Homicide) 

A graduate of Misericordia University, cum laude, 
and the Widener University School of Law, Attorney
Securda joined the firm in 2016. 
 
A lifelong member of the community, she is the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John “Bucky” Rogers,
Mahanoy City. She resides in Minersville with her
husband, Leo A. Securda, and their two daughters,
Raegen and Kennedy. Attorney Securda practices
primarily in:

A graduate of the Pennsylvania State University
and the University of Baltimore School of Law,
Attorney Taglieri joined the firm in 2014. 
 
He is a former Assistant District Attorney and has 
tried over 25 criminal jury trials to verdict and has
argued appeals before both the Superior Court and
Supreme Court of Pennsylvania.  
 
Born and raised in Minersville, Attorney Taglieri
still resides in his hometown and is active in his
community. He is the son of Joseph and Patrice
Taglieri and just welcomed his first child, daughter,
Emmalina Joy Taglieri.  Attorney Taglieri practices
primarily in:

NEW PARTNER 
ANNOUNCEMENT

As part of the law firm of  Williamson, Friedberg and Jones' continued expansion,
the firm is delighted to announce the appointment of two new partners:

 
 
10 Westwood Road, Pottsville, PA 17901     
 
Shenandoah | Tamaqua |  Hegins 
Pine Grove | Tower City |  Orwigsburg

Douglas Taglieri, Esq.

www.wfjlaw.net    570-622-5933
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SPreaD The WOrD
Interested in submitting an article for next 

quarter’s issue of Orwigsburg Happenings? 
We welcome community service and non-
profit organization information. Please con-
tact Kathi Mengle at 570-366-3103 or 
kmengle@orwigsburg.gov.Proud member of the Schuylkill United Way

Proud Member of

FREE
Quality Preschool

Education.
Apply now for

2020-2021
school years.

Maximum Income Guidelines
 Family Annual Gross
 Size Income

 2 $ 50,730.00
 3 $ 63,990.00
 4 $ 77,250.00
 5 $ 90,510.00
 6 $103,770.00
 7 $ 117,030.00

Centers Located in:
Ashland (Fountain Springs)
Mahanoy City
Pottsville
Saint Clair
Shenandoah
Schuylkill Haven
Tamaqua

Call today for more information
or to complete an application.

1-800-433-3370 ext. 212
or you can see more about Child Development, Inc.

preschool programs by visiting our website at
www.childdevelop.org

Ready for school and a lifetime of learning

orwigsburg Business & Professional Assoc.
– Continued from Page 1

Square Time activities aplenty
fArM-To-sQuArE – A returning 

favorite and promising town tra-
dition is “Farm-To-Square.” This 
popular square Time celebra-
tion will be held on Thursday, 
August 13 from 5 to 8 p.m. on 
Centre Square at the M&T/OBPA 
Community Lot.

Last year this event attracted 30 vis-
iting vendors, including wineries, brew-
eries, merchandise handlers, commu-
nity organizations/businesses, and food 
trucks. Local restaurants, family-friendly activities, 
and lively music had nearly 500 people last year danc-
ing among local farm stands of produce and market 
goods.

hErITAgE dAY – OBPA has begun planning the 
29th annual Orwigsburg Heritage Celebration, always 
slated for the Saturday after Labor Day. This year it 
will be on Saturday, Sept. 12 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
More than 2000 people attended last year, perus-
ing 75 vendor stands, demonstrations, and enjoying 
music throughout the Square.

fEsTIvAl of lIghTs – It seems we’ve just got-
ten over last year’s Christmas and Holiday season 
events, but residents and visitors can mark their 2020 
calendars for the annual Festival of Lights celebration 

slated for Saturday, Dec. 5 from 4:30 to 7 p.m. This 
OBPA-coordinated time always brightens the festive 
season and puts an exclamation point on the year.

Involvement is valued and rewarding
More than ever, OBPA needs community mem-

bers to volunteer and be active. Please email orwigs-
burgbusinesspa@gmail.com with the subject line 
“Volunteer” to discover the rewards that come with 

planning and/or implement-
ing our town’s celebrations 
and doing so with other 
energetic people.

In addition to our 
events benefiting both the 

community and local businesses, OBPA supports 
young aspiring business professionals.

In the past year, we’ve sponsored a scholarship 
for the Young Entrepreneurs Academy (YEA!), an 
after-school program encouraging students in grades 
six through 12 to learn the foundations of business by 
interacting with area business owners. YEA! is facili-
tated through the Schuylkill Chamber of Commerce 
with classes held at a local college.

OBPA also sponsors an annual Blue Mountain 
High School graduation award and continually sup-
ports many area non-profit endeavors.

To answer an oft-asked question, “No, you do not 
have to own a business to join OBPA.” Our member-
ship consists of business principals and managers, 
but we gladly welcome any individual having the bet-
terment of this community at heart.

Monthly meetings are held at 4 p.m. on the first 
Thursday of every month at rotating host locations. 
Find out more on these activities and how to be a 
part of this organization on our web page: orwigs-
burgbusiness.org, join us on Facebook, or email us 
at: orwigsburgbusinesspa@gmail.com.

2020 Board of Directors
OBPA Executive Board Officers elected at reorga-

nization in January are: President, Amber Zanolini 
(M&T Bank); Vice President, Steward Warner (pastor 
of Salem UM Church); Treasurer, Jennifer Pyzowski 
(M&T Bank); and Secretary, Lisa Cutler (RealtyMark 
Associates Real Estate).

Additionally, General Board of Directors members 
are David Teter (Orwigsburg Borough / Friendship 
Hose Co.), Attorney Jim Crossen (Williamson, Friedberg 
& Jones law offices), and Bill Knecht (South Schuylkill 
Printing & Publishing).
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Gabriel Youth Orchestra
Final Concert

of its10th season
Sunday, April 26 – 3 p.m.
D.H.H. Lengel Auditorium
Pottsville Middle School

GABRIEL CHAMBER ENSEMBLE
30th Anniversary Season

3 p.m. – Jerusalem Lutheran Church
252 Dock St., Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972 

Sunday, February 23 Sunday, April 5

Simon Maurer and Dana Allaband, Violins – Agnés Maurer, Viola
Gerall Hieser, Cello

Robin Kani, Flute Chris DiSanto, Clarinet Merynda Adams, Harp

  

 
Tickets: $15/senior and $20/adult  

Free admission for all students 
 

Gabriel Chamber Ensemble, P.O. Box 36, Orwigsburg, PA 17961 
570-943-2558  -  www.gabrielensemble.org    

Facebook: Gabriel Chamber Ensemble 
 

Tickets: $15/senior and $20/adult
Free admission for all students

Gabriel Chamber Ensemble
P.O. Box 36, Orwigsburg, PA 17961    •    570-943-2558
www.gabrielensemble.org Gabriel Chamber Ensemble

VIVALdI Four Seasons
and

TELEMANN Viola Concerto
VIVALdI Sonata for Cello in E minor

Beethoven Serenade in D Major for flute, violin 
and viola (I, II and VI movts)

Mozart Clarinet Quintet (1st movt)
debussy Sonate for Flute, Viola and Harp
Saint-Saens Fantasie for Violin and Harp

Ravel Introduction and Allegro for Harp, Flute, 
Clarinet and String Quartet

This concert is sponsored
by Douglas Troutman
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MaMMoth Materials
Site Office: Rt. 901, Minersville

Mon.-fri. 8 to 4; Sat. 8 to 3

We have Rice, Buck, Nut aNd Pea cOal Bulk aNd
BagS-Pick uP ONlY! StOP iN OR call fOR detailS.

570-544-8245
Coal

DeliverY
availaBle

Mulch •Topsoil
cRuShed StONe

DecoraTive sTone • rock

GEt thE CoAL bEFoRE
thE CoLd GEtS you!

Greetings and Happy 2020 to citizens and friends 
of Orwigsburg.

Allow me to open with my 
apologies for failing to offer 
an entry in the holiday issue 
of Orwigsburg Happenings. 
As much as I bemoan the chal-
lenges and social effects of 
modern technology, I found 
myself at the mercy of my 
“rotten” Apple.

Things started going 
“hinky” on my laptop about 
three weeks prior to last sea-
son’s newsletter deadline. 
It started with a few screen 
lock-ups, slow email retriev-
als, blank screen websites, and 

assorted failures to launch applications. By the time 
my submittal was due, the computer was fully use-
less.

Over the course of at least a week, all levels of 
Apple “geniuses” were engaged. After scores of “safe 
mode” restarts, multiple contorted keyboard com-
mands, and endless reload progress graphs locking 
up at 98% completion after hours of patient opti-
mism, deliverance was finally provided by a super-

leaders of Borough government get down to work
colossal senior technical service supervisor.

After five and a half hours of expert remote 
guidance, everything was restored and operational. 
The key to solving this problem was not offered 
by a device. The solution came from a knowledge-
able, genuinely (as opposed to artificially) intelligent 
human being.

Dedicated people make our world work
With the turn of the year, the knowledge and 

intelligent service of three members of Orwigsburg 
Borough Council concluded.

Proclamation from the orwigsburg Mayor

BArrY J. BErgEr
Mayor

Faith ChurCh
loving God – loving people - serving the community

www.atfaithchurch.com

1168 Centre turnpike
(next to ark rentals)

Orwigsburg, Pa 17961
570-366-5131

Senior Pastor Doug Cresswell

Weekly
Celebration

Service
Sunday 10 a.m.
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Susan Murphy has served on our Council 
for 20 years, most recently as President and 
previously as Vice President for a number 
of years. She also was the COG (Southern 
Schuylkill Council of Governments) liaison 
seemingly forever. Paul Bedway served two 
terms on Council, offering his guidance on 
budgetary and financial concerns. Brian 
Baldwin volunteered to join our council 
to fill a vacancy and stayed on, elected for 
an additional term, providing his valuable 
insight into infrastructure, building code, 
and recreation issues.

Among the three, the body of knowl-
edge is enormous. I thank them for their 
service and urge you to do the same when 
the opportunity arises.

Newly elected Councilors seated
We are equally fortunate to welcome the 

services of four newly elected members of 
Borough Council who will add a wide range 
of knowledge gained from their experience 
in business, community and public service.

Rick Bubeck joined Council last spring, 
filling a vacancy. Voters in November elected him to 
complete that term of office and fellow council mem-
bers just last month chose him to be President of the 
group.

Brock Stein, Madeline Bartush and Kerry Mariano 
were elected to fill the “West Side” Council seats. I 

thank them for stepping forward and look ahead to 
the perspective I know they will provide.

Thank you for entertaining my ramble. Stay warm, 
dry, and safe.

– Barry J. Berger, Mayor

Proclamation from the orwigsburg Mayor

senator david Argall
Geisinger St. Luke’s Hospital officially opened its 

doors in November. The hospital has created hun-
dreds of sustainable jobs for the southern Schuylkill 
County region and is making healthcare more acces-
sible and affordable for those in need.

Invited to speak at the Grand 
Opening celebration, my remarks 
noted its importance for the 
region:

“This is a historic day for 
southern Schuylkill and northern 
Berks counties. As my parents 
aged, I learned much more about 
our local hospitals than I ever had 
before. Up until that point, my vis-
its had been few and far between, 
but then everything began to 
change.

“Believe me, I appreciate what our local health 
care professionals do today – much more than I would 
have before my parents turned 75. Rep. Knowles 
sometimes seems to enjoy noting what color green 
this Dr. Argall turns when he describes a certain med-
ical condition or another. Trust me, it’s not an acci-
dent my Ph.D. is in public policy and not medicine.

“Thank you for all that you do each and every day 
when people need you the most – and congratulations 
on this major achievement!”

senator
david Argall

NEw couNcIl orgANIZEd – Mayor Barry Berger, second 
from right, administered the oath of office to four newly 
elected orwigsburg Borough council members to start the 
year. They are, from left, Madeline Bartush, Kerry Mariano, 
rick Bubeck, and Brock stein.

133 S. Liberty St. Orwigsburg
www.SalemUM.com   570-366-0201

Free FaMiLy MOvie – “MaLeFicent 2”
Friday March 13 – 5:30 p.m. Supper and Snacks

Spring BrUnch and BeLLS
March 15 – Bells 8:45 & 10:45; Brunch 10 a.m.

eaSter egg hUnt FOr ageS Up tO 10
april 5 – 1 p.m. Bring your baskets!

eaSter SUnriSe Service and BreakFaSt
april 12 – 6:30 a.m. and 7:15 a.m. Meal

MOther’S day BeLLS and treatS
May 10 – 8:45 and 10:45 a.m.

“Walking with Jesus” Sermon Series on Gospel of Mark

A PAid Nursery AtteNdANt is AvAilAble
froM 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Salem United Methodist Church

Transforming Lives Through Christ (TLC)
Sharing, Serving, Worshiping, Nurturing

Sunday Worship – 8:45 Traditional • 10:45 Contemporary • 6:30 pm Coffee Style
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Market Street
WaSh rite
718 West Market Street
Orwigsburg, PA 17961

Touchless automatic with rain X
Spot Free rinse!

570-366-3740
The Best Carwash In Town!
Powerful Vacuums with Scent

Need air? – We’ve Got It!
Gift and Fleet Cards Available

Open 24/7!

Top Shop Award
Winner

HOURS:
Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Sat. by Appt.

www.orwigsburgservicecenter.com

Orwigsburg
service Center, Inc.
712 West Market Street • Orwigsburg, PA

     570-366-4600
“Your Hometown Professionals”

Foreign & Domestic  •  Truck & Fleet Repairs
Tires  •  Alignments  •  A/C Repairs

Brakes  •  Tune-Ups  •  Batteries

Complete Car & 
truck service

Easter egg hunt
The Easter Bunny will make a special, early visit 

to Orwigsburg on Saturday, April 4 for the annual egg 
hunt sponsored by the Orwigsburg Lions Club. The 

event will be held at 
Albright’s Woods, locat-
ed on Grove Street, just 
east of the Little League 
field and will begin at 
12 noon.

All children from 
the Orwigsburg commu-
nity through the age of 

10 are invited to hunt for eggs, all filled with yummy 
candy treats. Children must be accompanied by an 
adult. Special “prize” eggs will be part of the selection 
for each age group.

This will be a B.Y.O.B. event … Bring Your Own 
Basket! After the Easter egg hunt, there will be a 
chance to take your child’s picture with the Easter 
Bunny. This is a free event and will be held rain or 
shine.

Memorial Day Chicken Barbecue
Don’t forget the annual Orwigsburg Lions Club 

Memorial Day chicken barbecue held as part of the 
Memorial Day festivities on Monday, May 25.

The chicken is barbecued on the spot at the 
Orwigsburg Veterans Community Memorial Hall. A 

full dinner is available for eating there or packaged 
for takeout. Tickets will be sold in advance and some 
will be available during the event. All proceeds are 
used by the Lions to sponsor local events.

Borough holiday schedule
Orwigsburg Borough offices and operations will 

be closed on Friday, April 10 in observance of Good 
Friday and on Monday, May 25 observing Memorial 
Day.

Monthly large item pickup
One large item 

(furniture, etc.) may 
be placed at the 
curb beside your 
regular trash once 
per month. The col-
lection date is the 
second Tuesday 
of each month for 
residents on Market 
Street and north … and the Friday following the sec-
ond Tuesday for residents south of Market Street.

Residents should place trash at the curb anytime 
after 6 p.m. on evenings prior to collection. Because 
pickup times vary, do not wait until the morning of 
collection to place garbage.

Construction materials (shingles, drywall, cabi-
nets, insulation, etc.) may not be placed at the curb 

Borough services update . . . And Events!

lArgE ITEM PIcKuP dATEs

 Month Tues. fri.

 Feb. 11 14
 March 10 13
 April 14 17
 May 12 15
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for Children with Disabilities!
“Conductive Education is transforming 
our child!” Our son is making astonishing 
strides because we’re going the extra mile 
to access the ONLY Conductive Education 
Program (CE) in the northeast.

With the groundbreaking CE therapies 
employed at SJC, Marcello is

  Walking without support 
for the first time

  �Communicating with confidence

  �No longer introverted … 
His self‑esteem is soaring

How far will you go to see 
your child go further?

OPEN ENROLLMENT … 
CALL (570) 622-4638 TODAY!

stjosephctr.com

ST. JOSEPH CENTER
for SPECIAL LEARNING

ST. JOSEPH CENTER
for SPECIAL LEARNING 

POTTSVILLE

with your regular trash. You must get a dumpster 
which can be leased from the borough’s trash collec-
tor, County Waste, at 570-874-3047.

Recycling and large item collection
Not sure when trash, recycling, and monthly large 

item collection will take place? The Borough web-
site – www.Orwigsburg.gov – has monthly calendar 
pages with everything you need to know. Click on the 
“Services” tab, then on the “Garbage/Recycling file.

How do holidays affect trash/recycling?
County Waste, observes six major holidays – 

Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, 
Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Day, and New Years 
Day – that may change the normal Tuesday/Friday 
collections.
here are the simple holiday schedule rules:

• If the holiday falls on a Monday 
or Tuesday, trash/recycling 
pickup will be delayed one 
day for every household … 
Tuesday pickup will move to 
Wednesday; Friday pickup 
will move to Saturday.

• If the holiday falls on 
Wednesday thru Friday, the 
Tuesday pickup will not be affected; but, the 
Friday pickup will move to Saturday.

• If the holiday falls on Saturday or Sunday, the 
normal Tuesday and Friday pickups will not be 
affected.

Borough services

– Continued on page 10

state rep. Jerry Knowles

Residents who are struggling with their home 
heating bills can apply for assistance from the Low-
Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) 
now through April 10, 2020.

LIHEAP is a federally funded program that helps 
individuals and families pay their heating bills through 

energy assistance grants. The pro-
gram also provides crisis grants to 
help in the event of an emergency 
or if a resident is in danger of los-
ing his or her heat due to broken 
equipment, lack of fuel, or termi-
nation of utility service.

The income eligibility guide-
lines for LIHEAP are set at 150% of 
the federal poverty income level. 
For example, the income limit for 

an individual is $18,735; for a couple, the limit is 
$25,365; and for a family of four, it is $38,625.

Residents may apply for LIHEAP online or by con-
tacting the County Assistance Office. Or, stop by one 
of my offices if you need assistance with completing 
your LIHEAP application. My offices are located at 202 
E. Broad St. in Tamaqua and 61 N. 3rd St. in Hamburg.

lIhEAP help Available
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Excavating & Septic Service

P.S.M.A. Member

570-366-0440
Orwigsburg

• Septic Systems
 Installed, Replaced 

and Repaired
• Septic Tanks &
 Cesspools Cleaned • Year Round 

Cleaning
• Pumps
 Serviced

StrouSe BrotherS, inc.

– Continued from Page 9

The next major holiday will be Memorial Day 
on Monday, May 25. Because the holiday falls on a 
Monday, the usual Tuesday pickup will be delayed to 
Wednesday, May 27, and the usual Friday pickup will 
be delayed to Saturday, May 30.

Declared “Snow Emergency”
Three years ago Orwigsburg Borough reduced 

the number of designated “Snow Emergency” streets 

in order for the snow plow crews to efficiently stay 
ahead of major snowfalls. Fewer snow emergency 
streets also mean less stress for many residents by 
not having to move their vehicles off the street right 
away … and, if they are required, will have convenient 
streets allowing parking.

The designated “Snow Emergency” routes are: all 
of East and West Market streets, including both sides 
of Centre Square; South Liberty Street from Rt. 61 to 
Market, North Warren Street from Market to Lehigh 
Avenue, and North Washington Street from the blink-
er light to the Borough line.

During a snow and/or ice event, the Mayor 
of Orwigsburg may declare an official “Snow 
Emergency.” Residents will be made aware of the 
emergency by notice posted to the Borough website 
and Facebook page, through announcements on radio 
stations WPPA-AM and WAVT-FM, and by notice in the 
Republican Herald daily newspaper.

Households registered with the Borough’s direct 
notification system – Swiftreach 911 – will receive 
a phone call with a pre-recorded message from 
the Borough, an email, or text message depending 
on which method was requested. If you have not 
already done so, add your contact information via 
the Swiftreach link on the home page of the Borough 
website: Orwigsburg.gov.

All vehicles parked on the designated “Snow 
Emergency” streets must be removed for a period of 
24 hours once the emergency is declared or for a lon-
ger period as instructed.

Vehicles not removed, in violation of the emer-
gency procedure, will be ticketed and will be towed. 
The vehicle owner is responsible for all towing costs. 
Ignorance of the declared emergency is not an excuse. 
It’s your responsibility to find out.

Orwigsburg Area Food Pantry
The Orwigsburg Area 

Food Pantry is housed 
at St. John’s UCC, 232 
E. Market St., and is 
supported by eight 
area churches. Non-
perishables or monetary 
donations are always 
needed. Distribution to 
qualified individuals and 
families is made the third 
Saturday of each month 
from 9 to 11 a.m. Call the Pantry at 570-366-2255 for 
more information, need, or to help in any way.

Indoor and outdoor event rental spaces
Do you need 

an event space for 
an upcoming fami-
ly reunion, holiday 
or birthday party, 
business meeting, 
or other gather-
ing?

Outdoors, the pavilion at Albright’s Woods on 
Grove Street is available for rent. The park has a 
pavilion with picnic tables and a kitchen available for 
use. Rental fee for the kitchen is $75, $25 of which 
is a returnable security deposit. If the kitchen is not 
needed, a $25 fee is charged. Indoors, facilities at the 
Veterans Community Memorial Hall can be rented.

Borough services update . . . And Events!
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specially marked for eyeglasses) located outside the 
front entrance to Heiser’s Hardware store on West 
Market Street. A collection box is also located at the 
service desk of Boyer’s Food Market.

Law firm partners hail from Minersville
The Schuylkill County law offices of Williamson, 

Friedberg & Jones have named two of its attorneys, 
both of whom reside in the Minersville area, as the 
newest Partners in the firm.

Additionally, Schuylkill County native and Blue 
Mountain grad, attorney Rick Forbes, has joined the 
firm.

For further details and to lock in your reservation 
at either, call the Borough Office at 570-366-3103.

In need of health aids?
Are you or a loved one in need of any of these 

items to aid in the recovery from illness or surgery?
• Wheelchair
• Walker – stationary & folding
• Hospital bed – manual & electric
• Cane – single and multi-legged
• Crutches
• Shower seat
• Bedside commode/bedpan
• Over-toilet seat with handrails
• Temporary tub hand rail
• Recliner chair with auto-lift seat
The Orwigsburg Lions’ “Health Equipment Loan 

Program” provides these items to local residents at 
no charge as a community service. To arrange a loan, 
call Larry Dagna at 570-617-6149 or Walt Schimpf as 
a secondary contact at 570-366-0784 or call 570-449-
0659 and leave a message.

Used eyeglasses can be recycled
Lions International and all of its local Lions Club 

affiliates focus on eye/sight conservation as part of 
their global mission. The Orwigsburg Lions Club has 
an Eyeglass Collection Receptacle (mailbox-like, but 

Borough services update . . . And Events!

– Continued on page 12

Ashley securda is a lifelong 
member of the community and 
resides with her husband Leo 
and two daughters, Raegen and 
Kennedy. She offers a wide range 
of legal services and adds a special 
emphasis with Elder Law matters.

douglas Taglieri was born 
and raised in Minersville and still 
resides in his hometown. He has 
one daughter, Emmalina. Attorney 
Taglieri specializes in Criminal 
Defense matters and Family Law.
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– Continued from Page 11

Single Stream Recycling Program
The Borough and County Waste Recycling, LLC 

have prepared updated definitions of the items that 
can be recycled in our biweekly recycling collection 
program.

A handy chart of typical 
recyclable items and a descrip-
tion of the overall program 
can be found on the borough 
website – Orwigsburg.gov – 
under the “Services” tab. Select 
the “Garbage/Recycling” link. 
Printed copies are available at 
the Borough Office.

Since early 2018, the world-
wide recycle materials market has been in disarray. 
Only the best quality recycle stream sources are now 
acceptable. Putting anything and everything in the 
recycle containers is no longer acceptable. Please fol-
low the new guidelines and clarifications.

The acceptability and/or preparation of some 
items has changed. Your cooperation in following 
these guidelines is needed to make the program prac-
tical and effective. Any future updates to the guide-
lines will be amended on the borough website.

Recycling and/or proper disposal of items not cov-
ered by our program may be found on the Schuylkill 
County Solid Waste website:

www.co.schuylkill.pa.us/Offices/Recycles
We have asked the county solid waste coordinator 

to update this site and to add more options for items 
with little known local recycling or reuse options.

Curb your animal
The Borough Office has received numerous com-

plaints of pet owners walking their dogs and failing to 
clean up after defecation on both public and private 
property. Property owners, also, are reminded to pick 
up the feces of their own pets from their property 
within a reasonable time.

Both are public health viola-
tions as stipulated in  Ordinance 
299 and subject to a fine up to 
$600 for each offense. 

The Orwigsburg Police 
Department has been made 
aware of this growing prob-
lem by inconsiderate residents. 
Neighbors and property owners 
witnessing these violations are 
urged to call the police at 570-
366-3101 and file a complaint.
Many residents take advantage 
of the parks and walking trail 

and are discouraged by the lack of consideration 
shown by some pet owners. Homeowners in the 
Borough who take great pride when maintaining their 
properties feel violated when having to clean feces 
left by a passing dog or roaming cat when their mas-
ters seem oblivious to the community responsibilities 
of pet ownership.

Rental properties
Orwigsburg Ordinance #432 establishes require-

ments for owners of rental properties in the Borough. 
This ordinance can be referenced on the Borough 
website: www.Orwigsburg.gov under “Government – 
Ordinances”.

Every owner/lessor of any rental property, includ-
ing but not limited to dwelling and dwelling units, 
must be registered with the Borough each year 
between January 1 and February 28, and upon any 
change in the occupancy of the property dwelling 
unit(s). Forms are available at the Borough Office or 
can be printed from the Borough website.

As part of the annual registration, a basic triennial 
(once every three years) inspection fee shall be paid 
for each and any dwelling unit … $140 for the first 
unit, $75 for the second, and $55 for each additional 
unit per address. Upon inspection approval for habi-
tation, a Certificate of Occupancy will be issued. No 
person shall operate a rental property unless a valid 
certificate has been issued. Any newly designated 
rental unit is required to have an initial inspection at 
a cost of $380.

Owners/landlords living in excess of 20 miles 
from the Borough must designate a local manager for 
the property and provide all contact information. This 
individual must live within 10 miles of the Borough.

All owners of rental units shall provide for and 
designate a location for storage of trash and recycling 
containers on the rental property to be an area other 
than the front of the property. If necessary, the build-
ing code inspector shall identify such location.

Additional requirements for owners and tenants 
are detailed in the ordinance.

Getting the word out
We use the Borough 

website Orwigsburg.
gov as a valuable tool to 
keep residents and prop-
erty owners informed 
about the happenings in 
the Borough. Our staff 

will keep the home page current with news on upcom-
ing events and information on past events in the 
Borough.

The website lists Borough meeting schedules. 
Minutes from these meetings are posted after they 
have been reviewed and approved by the appropri-
ate body. The subdivision and zoning codes are also 
available for all to view. Numerous forms can be 
accessed, including applications for Albright’s Woods 
usage. Trash day pickup changes will also be posted. 
Links to other websites, such as the Lions Club, 
library, churches and fire company are on the website.

The website also includes a link allowing residents 
to enter their contact information into the borough’s 
Swiftreach 911 emergency notification system. This 
site allows the Borough to notify residents via tele-
phone, text message and email of boil water adviso-
ries, weather emergencies or any other emergencies in 
a prompt manner.

Borough services update . . . And Events!
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HOurS: Mon - Sat 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.  
Sunday 11 a.m. – 5 p.m.

107 Rt. 183 North • Schuylkill Haven
Conveniently Located on Rt. 183,  Just North of the Rt. 443 Intersection

570-739-3610

LarGE SELECTiOn 
OF CraFT

DOMESTiC &
iMPOrTS

nOw SELLinG
6 PaCkS and

SinGLES
now serving – aDult slushies!

605 Industrial Drive
Orwigsburg, PA 17961

(570) 968-4099 fax
Hours: Mon-Fri 8:30-5:00

PA State Inspections, Automotive Repairs
Auto Body & Detailing For All Vehicles

A & K Towing Service LLC

(610) 587-8709
(570) 968-4096

24 Hour Emergency
Towing

The Orwigsburg Veterans Memorial Development 
Taskforce remains focused on working with the 
Borough of Orwigsburg for the completion of the 
Veterans Community Memorial renovation.

The project continues to have a dual funding 
stream. The first is continued community fundraising 
through personal, business and foundation donations 
and gifts. The second is government grants – most 
recently was a $750,000 Redevelopment Assistance 
Capital Program (RACP) approved by Governor Tom 
Wolf and championed by state Rep. Jerry Knowles, 
state Senator Dave Argall, and state representatives 
Neal Goodman and Mike Tobash.

Interim financing, needed to pay for work prior 
to reimbursement of the RACP grant monies funds, 
was gained in December 2019. The approved work 
covered by the grant consists of the Veterans Foyer / 
Hall of Honor interior improvements.

Bid documents for this work are expected to be 
released in the spring/summer timeframe of 2020. 
Construction is expected to take one year following 
contract award.

In total, using combined funds of the grant, 
Orwigsburg Borough, and locally raised amounts by 
the Taskforce, work yet to be done consists of inte-
rior improvements to the main gym area and meeting 
room. Acoustic panels for sound and audio-visual  

enhancements for public presen-
tations will be added.

Kitchen improvements 
include new utility connections, 
new appliances/equipment and 
improved storage, creating an 
approximate 500 sq. ft. catering 
kitchen.

Renovations will also increase 
ADA accessibility and site safety, 
enhance the community center 
recreation facilities, and provide 
for wider range of usage.

A permanent office and meet-
ing space will be created for use 
by the local VFW and American 
Legion organizations. 

A Veteran’s Honor Board will recognize all known 
local veterans and allow for the addition of future 
names. Contributors to the Veterans Community 
Memorial Hall renovations since the inception of the 
project, including individuals, businesses and non-
profits, will also be recognized.

Local contributions continue to be needed. Check 
amounts, small and large, can be sent to: Orwigsburg 
Veterans Memorial Development Taskforce, P.O. Box 
157, Orwigsburg, PA 17961.

veterans community Memorial hall

veterans foyer work to Begin later This Year
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25 facts and opinions about some of our noted 
personalities and happenings over the past 250 
years. Attendees will receive the latest edition of 
his magazine.

• June 11 – The Art of Blacksmithing – Founder 
and owner of Fisher Forge, blacksmith David 
Fisher explains his avocation honed while restor-
ing an old stone farm house. His passion for 
metalwork grew and he will explain the materials 
and tools used to create various items.

• July 9 – Your Backyard geology & Archaeology 
– Jeri Jones, owner of Jones Geological Services, 
will take the audience on a Southern Schuylkill 
County journey into local geology and archaeol-
ogy.

Did you know?
Orwigsburg’s “Centre Square” was first paved in 

1921 and illuminated for the first time when street 
lights were installed. The current lights “on the 
square” are not original.

Garden Tour & Tea returns!
Mark your calendar! The Historical Society will 

bring back a popular past event. The long-awaited 
return of the Orwigsburg “Garden Tour & Tea” will be 
held on Sunday, July 5. Several gardens are already 
booked on the tour, but if you have a “secret garden” 
you would like to share, contact OHS at 570-627-7809 
or through the society’s Facebook page.

Support your Historical Society
The Orwigsburg Historical Society exists, and 

continues to operate, thanks to donations and annual 
membership contributions from people and business-
es, past and present, who consider the Orwigsburg 
region their hometown or adopted new town.

With the start of the new year, won’t you please 
consider a membership in the OHS. Memberships 
start at $20 for an individual, $25 for a family, and 
$50 for a business membership. Any denomination 
is greatly appreciated and desperately needed to pre-
serve our historical collection.

Mail your contribution – made payable to 
“Orwigsburg Historical Society & Museum” – to 109 
East Mifflin St., Orwigsburg, PA 17961.

The Orwigsburg Historical Society (OHS) and 
Museum, located at 109 E. Mifflin St., proclaims its 
ongoing mission to preserve a legacy for our children.

The public is welcome to tour the facility and view 
its collection on Tuesday and Thursday each week 
from noon until 4 p.m. Arrangements for other times 
can be made by appointment. Contact the Society by 
calling 570-627-7809 or 570-366-8769 for more infor-
mation regarding visits or services.

Monthly programs are open to all
Visitors are always welcome to bring photos and 

items for sharing at historical society programs. 
The Society has announced the following monthly 
programs – part of its ongoing “Tracing Schuylkill 
County’s History” series.

All are featured on the second 
Thursday of the month beginning 
at 7 p.m. All society programs are 
free and open to the public.

• April 9 – Pennsylvania’s 
railroad history – Avid his-
torian of Schuylkill County’s 
railroad and mining heritage, 
James Eisenhart will examine 
the local and state railroads.

• May 14 – Pennsylvania’s history & Trivia – 
Publisher of Pennsylvania Magazine, Al Holliday 
presents this eye-opening program focusing on 

orwigsburg historical society & Museum
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Message from the council President

My name is Rick Bubeck. I’m honored to have 
been elected to Orwigsburg Borough 
Council serving all the residents of 
this town and to now serve that gov-
erning body as its President.

I have been a resident of 
Orwigsburg for forty years and I have 
witnessed many changes to our com-
munity and the surrounding area – 
new store fronts, restaurants, banks, 
the credit union, and homes.

The next decade will bring addi-
tional challenges and opportunities to 
our Borough. The Geisinger/St. Luke’s 
Hospital is now open and there are 
future plans for new housing and 
businesses along the Rt. 61 corridor. 
This is exciting!

It is Borough Council’s duty to 
work together with our Borough 
Manager Randy Miller to develop, sup-
port, and embrace future growth.

The most important priority is 
the safety of our citizens and community. We will 
continue to support our police and our volunteer fire 

departments. One of our objectives in support of the 
police and fire services is to develop 
a plan to incorporate them along with 
the ambulance services into one build-
ing.

Another key objective is infra-
structure stability. Among the top 
needs here are to improve and main-
tain our streets, repair and restore 
our storm water drains, and to build 
retention areas to minimize flooding. 
And, with future growth, we need to 
continue to revitalize our downtown. 
This will help attract new businesses 
and bring more people to our shops 
and restaurants.

I encourage all residents to get 
involved in our goals and projects.

One last thought during the cold 
and snowy winter months, please take 
the time to look after your neigh-
bors that may need a helping hand. 
Remember to protect your pets from 

winter’s harsh elements.
– rick Bubeck, Borough council President

Controlled Growth, Safety, Fixing Our Infrastructure Are Priorities

goals: let’s Keep Improving and Moving forward

rIcK BuBEcK
council President

www.PawPrintsPetSalon.com
725 W. Market St. • Orwigsburg

570-366-4984

2020
Dog licenses

available
here now !!

buSInESS houRS
MondAy-FRidAy
7:30 a.m. - 7 p.m.

SAt.: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
SundAy:  CLoSEd

CeleBratinG
our 21st Year
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Looking back on the year that was, the Orwigsburg 
Police Department had a busy 2019.

With Police Chief John Koury, a sixth full time 
officer – Patrick McBreen – was added to the depart-
met last February. The added officer has allowed us 
to drastically reduce overtime, at times allow for a 
second officer on duty, and fill shifts when officers 
are on training, vacation, or sick leave.

Business owners and residents should know the 
Orwigsburg Police serve 24 hours per day, seven days 
per week, and 365 days per year. (It will be 366 days 
in 2020, a Leap Year!)

This past December the department took delivery 
of a new patrol vehicle – a black 2020 Ford Explorer. 
This new vehicle will be fully marked with an a new 
graphics scheme. Unlike our “ghost lettered” unit, the 
graphics on this vehicle will be readily identifiable 
both day and night.

This gives the department three dedicated vehicles 
to utilize. Previously when we had events or a vehicle 
was out of service, we would need to use the borough 
manager’s vehicle or even one of the vehicles utilized 
by the street department. The new vehicle will be set 
up with the same equipment as the other two units, 
including an in-car camera, computer, and AED.

Year-end log figures show a total of 3,176 inci-
dents, an average of nearly nine calls per day. This 
activity compares similarly to 2018 when 3,194 inci-
dents were tracked.

Of last year’s incidents, 137 were reporteable 
crimes that resulted in 67 total arrests. Patrol officers 
issued 822 warnings and handed out 399 traffic cita-
tions – a total of 1,221 vehicles stopped. Actual num-
ber of stops would be higher when adding those that 
resulted in a DUI or drug arrest, and apprehension 
of a wanted person. Fifty-eight vehicle accidents – 
everything from fender benders to total losses – were 
logged and reported. There were 211 parking tickets 
issued.

And, a look ahead
Orwigsburg and the surrounding area are already 

a very desirable place in which to live and do busi-
ness. With continued development of the Rt. 61 cor-
ridor, we expect the Orwigsburg economy and popula-
tion to increase.

With this anticipated growth, the Orwigsburg 
Police Department also expects its statistical numbers 
to increase – perhaps not immediately, but surely in 
the coming years as more people and businesses see 
the wonderful life and opportunities Orwigsburg can 
offer!

– officer robert Bechtel, orwigsburg Police

orwigsburg Police department

six full Time officers Protect residents 24/7/366
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will feature Saint Patrick’s Day, Spring, and Poem-in-
a-Pocket Day themes.

Saturdays feature lots of 
activities for children and 
interesting topics for patrons 
of all ages.

Looking ahead to summer
The Library’s Summer Reading Program will be 

held Tuesdays, starting June 16 
through August 4. The very popular 
Wacky Science programs will be held 
Wednesdays from June 17 through 
August 5.

Any child – teen or adult, for that 
matter – who says, “Awhhh, there’s 
nothing to do!” needs to plan a visit 
to the Orwigsburg Area Free Public 
Library … any day and any time. Be 
surprised! A whole new world will 
open up!

The Library has a wide variety 
of written materials for every age 
and reading level –  fiction, non-
fiction, large type, audiobooks, DVDs, 

e-books, magazines, public access computers and 
WiFi if you want to bring your own device. All are free 
and available with a Library Card.

It’s that time of year! Cold outside; but, oh so 
warm inside the Orwigsburg 
Area Free Public Library! So 
much is happening; so many 
are gathering; and there are so 
many activities to enjoy.

The Library is at 216 W. Independence St. on the 
first floor of the Independence Square senior liv-
ing apartment building. Hours are Monday through 

Thursday, 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.; Friday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.; 
and Saturday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. To find out more on 
weekly and special activities, visit the website www.
orwigsburglibrary.org; follow us on Facebook at 
OrwigsburgAreaFreePublicLibrary; call 570-366-1638; 
or just stop in and take a look around.

Here’s just a sampling
Here are some of the traditional programs that 

the community really enjoys:
children’s Programming – Story Time for pre-

schoolers on Tuesday morning; Lapsit for tots from 
birth to two years on Thursday morning; Play K 
on Fridays gets children ready to attend kinder-
garten; and homeschool students meet the second 
Wednesday each month.

special Interest clubs – Book Club meets the last 
Monday of the month; Knitters meet on Tuesdays; Lego 
Club builds the second Wednesday; play Mahjongg 
on the first, third, and fifth Wednesday; learn how 
to play Mahjongg every Friday; and Media Madness 
meets on the fourth Wednesday each month.

New additions by popular demand
Your Library will try to accommodate what 

members of the community want to do. Recent 
new additions that are gaining popularity include 
Manifestation Mondays (first Monday each month); 
New Age/Awareness/Mindfulness events and topics 
are scheduled each month; Chess Club meets the first 
Thursday for playing and learning; Art Club gathers 
on the third Thursday; and Coloring with Chris is fea-
tured on the first Thursday each month. There’s even 
a special Harry Potter Book Club.

Check the websites for times and a more complete 
list of activities and topics. Upcoming holiday events 

orwigsburg Area free Public library

Bad libraries build collections; Good 
libraries build services; Great libraries 
build communities!      – r. david lankes

570-366-1275

17 Municipal Road • Orwigsburg, PA 17961

Fuel Oil  •  OFF-ROad diesel

www.hbsteele.com

Providing Year Round Comfort

Order
Oil

Online

Your library – A Place to gather; A Place to Enjoy!
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St. John’s UCC
St. John’s United Church 

of Christ, 232 E. Market St., 
Orwigsburg welcomes everyone 
regardless of where you are on 
life’s journey. All are welcome to 
attend any of the church activities 
and services through the Lenten 
and Easter season and throughout 
the year.

Worship services are held 
every Sunday at 10 a.m., with 
Sunday school held for young-
sters of kindergarten age through 
sixth grade immediately after the 
children’s sermon. 

Ash Wednesday services will be held February 
26 at the church. St. John’s will join with other area 
churches attending joint Wednesday meals and wor-
ship throughout Lent. A soup and sandwich meal is 
served at 6 p.m. and followed by worship at 7.

An inspiring Easter Cantata at St. John’s will be 
held Sunday, April 5 during the 10 a.m. service. Music 
director Trena Murphy will join the church choir and 
the Seventh Day Adventist choir from Hamburg for 
this special time.

St. John’s has been a mecca for community groups 
for decades and continues to sponsor Girl Scouts, Cub 
Scouts, a Diakon Senior Services exercise group, yoga 

classes, and Team Orwigsburg din-
ners. The Fellowship Hall is avail-
able to rent for private parties (no 
alcohol). Church secretary Kelley 
Moyer can provide the details and 
take reservations at 570-366-2255. 

Bible study, currently on 
Psalms, meets every Sunday at 
8:30 a.m. in the church office. 
Immediately after worship every 
week, a healthy lifestyle “Daniel 
Plan” group meets in the movie 
room. 

A newly formed group for 
women, the “Chit Chat” group, 

meets several times during the year and hopes to visit 
Lessie’s Garden in Pottsville in the spring.

The Orwigsburg Area Food Pantry is housed in 
St. John’s. Eight area churches, many civic organiza-
tions and businesses, and private individuals provide 
donated food to serve more than 150 families every 
month, all year long. Volunteers and canned goods 
donations are needed and always welcomed. Phone 
570-366-2255 and leave a message for the pantry 
organizers.  

We welcome new faces. Please join us any Sunday 
at 10 a.m. Light refreshments are served after wor-
ship. 

The Lighthouse Church
The Lighthouse Church (TLC) is located along Rt. 

61 at 10 Hollenbush Lane just south of Orwigsburg. 
Information of church activities and events can be 
found at www.thelighthousechurch.com or by calling 
the office at 570-366-1300.

Regular Sunday services include contemporary 
worship, a children’s program following worship, a 
message and a time of fellowship following the ser-
vice. 

Students in grades 7-to-12 are encouraged and 
invited to “hang out” with TLC youth on Sunday eve-
nings for two hours of games, good conversation and 
a short lesson beginning at 6 p.m.

Wednesday Family Night, each week from 6:30 to 
7:45 p.m., offers classes for all ages with a variety of 
Bible study groups. The Women’s Bible study, Elijah, 
will inspire women to grow and develop spiritual 

A Town’s spirit reflected Through Its churches

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
       215 North Warren Street  •  Orwigsburg

570-366-2316
www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org

Handicap Accessible

Worship times
Saturday 5:30 p.m.

Sundays at 8 and 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School at 9:15 a.m.

ASh WEdnESdAy – Feb. 26 at 7 p.m.
imposition of Ashes and the 

Sacrament of Holy Commuion

MAundy thuRSdAy – April 9 at 7 p.m.
The Sacrament of Holy Communion 

and the Stripping of the Altar

Good FRIdAy – April 10 at 7 p.m.
Service of tenebrae

EAStER VIGIL – Sat., Aprill 11 at 5:30 p.m.

thE FEStIVAL oF thE RESuRRECtIon
Sunday, April 12 at 8 and 10:30 a.m.

EaStER • SpRiNg • paRty goodiES!

$5 OFF a $30 Order with this aD
thecakepros@outlook.com

OriGinaL
323 Dock Street
Schuylkill Haven
570-593-8166

nEwEST SHOP
2083 W. Penn Pike

Suite #5
Andreas, PA

570-386-2005Open: Mon.-Sat. 7-5
Closed: Sunday
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stamina to withstand the ups and downs of life. Men 
and women are invited to join for a series discussing 
the power of transformational healing. 

TLC also offers a children’s class for grades pre-
school through sixth grade. The children play games 
and will learn about the wonderful stories when Jesus 
walked on earth with his disciples.  

The Lighthouse Church hosts a number of family 
events throughout the year. The website is kept cur-
rent to inform all.

St. Paul’s Lutheran
Located at 215 North Warren St. in Orwigsburg, 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church welcomes all to worship 
and to be part of the church family. Weekly services 
are held on Saturday beginning at 5:30 p.m. and on 
Sunday mornings at 8 and 10:30 a.m. Church infor-
mation and activities can be found at www.stpauls-
orwigsburg.org or call 570-366-2316.

St. Paul’s will mark the beginning of Lent with an 

Ash Wednesday worship service on February 26 at 7 
p.m. Join us as we gather to repent our sins and rec-
ognize our mortality. The Imposition of Ashes will be 
offered and the Sacrament of Holy Communion will 
be shared.

Holy Week begins with Palm Sunday worship at 
the Saturday service on April 4 and then both services 
on Sunday, April 5. Join us as we celebrate our Lord’s 
triumphant entry into Jerusalem and hear the reading 
of the Passion according to St. Luke.

Maundy Thursday worship will be held on April 
9 at 7 p.m. as we 
observe the events 
of the Last Supper 
and recount how 
Jesus washed the 
feet of his disciples. 
The Sacrament of 
Communion will 
be shared and wor-
ship will end with 
the Stripping of 
the Altar.

A Service of 
Tenebrae (Latin for 
“Darkness”) will 
be held on Friday, 
April 10 at 7 p.m. 

– Continued on page 20
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Local bank. Local decisions.  
It’s that simple.

SCHUYLKILL HAVEN BRANCH | 237 ROUTE 61 SOUTH | (570) 385-6890

VISTBank.com
07/19
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issues and challenges in dealing with the impact on 
families. Our Life Minstry helps those dealing with all 
the challenges and complications of mental illness. 

Ministries at Faith offer small group meetings 
each week. Our men’s MUSCLE group meets on 
Monday nights and is led by airline pilot Doug Purin. 
Each week they tackle the issues facing our world 
and step outside the church to help families in need. 
Women at Faith reach out to women in all stages of 
life to engage them in activities and events. 

Visit our new “under REconstruction” website 
at atfaithchurch.com. There is a large resource of 
videos of Sunday services and personal testimonies 
as we are rebuilding the ministry structure to better 
serve family and community. 

Visit Faith’s non-judgment zone on Sunday morn-
ings at 10 a.m. Classes for all ages are available as the 
adults enjoy music from our live worship band and an 

Hear how our Lord suffered and died upon the cross 
for our sake. During this service, scriptures will be 
read and candles extinguished.

The Resurrection of Our Lord will be celebrated 
with a vigil on Saturday, April 11 at 5:30 p.m. and on 
Sunday, April 12 at both 8 and 10:30 a.m. services. 
Join us as we announce the blessed news, “Christ Is 
Risen, He Is Risen Indeed, Alleluia!” Joyous music will 
be sung, and the Sacrament of Holy Communion will 
be shared.

Faith Church
Faith Church, located next to Ark Rentals at 1168 

Centre Turnpike on Route 61, welcomes its new 
neighbors at Geisinger Saint Lukes Hospital. Senior 
pastor Doug Cresswell had the privilege to visit a 
patient last week and was impressed with the well-
equiped facility’s beauty.

As we are almost halfway thru the winter, we are 
excited to enter a new year at Faith and are organizing 
several new ministries and recreating others. 

Our longstanding Celebrate Recovery program is 
being revived as one of the first to offer this program 
in our county. Also, new ways to help and service area 
veterans are being explored with ideas or suggestions 
from the public welcomed. 

Addiction and recovery care is a passion at Faith, 
led by our Hope Initiative team. We want to care for 
and help as many families as possible deal with the 

– Continued from Page 19

Newsletter Particulars
“Orwigsburg Happenings” is a quarterly news-

letter of the Borough of orwigsburg distributed to 
2,000 households within the borough.

The newsletter is designed and printed by
south schuylkill Printing & Publishing

960 E. Main St. • Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972
Ph: 570-385-3120  •  fax: 570-385-0725

E-mail: printing@southschuylkill.net
www.SouthSchuylkill.com

Publication dates for the next three issues are
May 8, August 14 and November 6, 2020

News Submittals
Nonprofit and community organizations within 

the Borough are invited to submit news items 
for consideration. written submittals must be 
received by Kathi Mengle in the borough offices, 
kmengle@orwigsburg.gov or call 570-366-3103 for 
info, three weeks prior to the publication date.

Advertising
Businesses wishing to reach every household 

in the Borough of orwigsburg are invited to ad-
vertise in future issues. contact south schuylkill 
Printing & Publishing for more information. call 
Barb @ 570-385-3120. All advertisements must be 
received at least three weeks prior to the publica-
tion dates. Ad content is subject to approval and 
acceptance by the Borough of orwigsburg.

Join Us!

179 Pine Creek Drive  • Orwigsburg, PA

Join us on Sunday mornings for our worship service at 10 am 

www.kimmelschurch.org     • Phone: 570-943-2759 

Easter Egg Hunt
Palm Sunday, April 5 - 3:00 pm

Good Friday Service
April 10 - 6:30 pm

Easter Worship Services - April 12
Sunrise Service - 6:15 am 

Morning Worship Service - 10:00 am

Spring Rummage Sale
April 25 - 8:00 am - Noon
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encouraging message from the Word of God. 
All are welcome as we follow a message series that 

leads us through the challenges faced in everyday 
America. Join with us as we live our motto…Loving 
God, Loving People and Serving the Community.

Kimmels Church
What you believe drives everything. The way you 

behave; the habits you form; and the character that 
defines you at your core are all driven by what you 
believe. 

We at Kimmels Church would love for you to be a 
part of our church family as we continue our current 
sermon series entitled “BELIEVE … Living the Story of 
the Bible to Become Like Jesus.” BELIEVE is designed 
to help all of us – regardless of age – answer three 
significant questions: What do I believe? What should 
I do? Who am I becoming? 

This 30-week series began in September and 
finishes the end of May. Even though you may have 
missed the first several weeks, it’s not too late to join 
us as we learn how to think, act and be more like 
Jesus. 

In addition to our Sunday sermons, we offer two 
adult small group studies each week that may suit 
your schedule – Wednesday evenings at 6:30 p.m. and 
Thursday mornings at 9:30 a.m. – to delve deeper 
into the “BELIEVE” message from the previous Sunday 
sermon. 

Easter always brings with it the time of excitement 
for the whole family. We invite you to take a journey 
through Holy Week to deepen your knowledge of the 
power and ability of Christ to change us completely. It 
begins with our 10 a.m. Palm Sunday worship service 
on April 5 with an “every-one-is-invited” Community 
Easter Egg Hunt that afternoon at 3 p.m. More than 
4,000 filled eggs for children up to age 10, as well as 
crafts, and activities for the family will be enjoyed. 

Be on the lookout Good Friday, April 10, for many 
of our families walking through town carrying a large 
cross. This provides us with an opportunity to con-
nect with God on a personal level as we carry a cross 
while remembering His act of selfless love in carrying 
our cross many years ago. Our Cross Walk will end at 
the church at 6:30 p.m., where we will begin our Good 
Friday service and communion. 

You can also join us for the Easter sunrise service 

at 6:15 a.m. at our Chapel on the Hill and our morning 
worship service at 10 a.m., celebrating the excitement 
and power of that first Easter morning. 

National Day of Prayer will be observed on 
Thursday, May 7. Come, visit with us at Orwigsburg’s 
Centre Square. Throughout the day, members of 
Kimmels Church will be available to listen and pray 
with you about your needs and concerns. You are 
not alone; we care about you; know that you matter 
to God, and He is also concerned about your needs. 
Those who may feel uncomfortable praying together 
can write their requests, drop them off at our booth, 
and know that one or more will pray for each request.

For more information about these and other 
events and activities at Kimmels Church can be found 
on our website kimmelschurch.org or contact the 

– Continued on page 22
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MOn., FeB. 24 – Bible Study begins at 1 p.m.
Wed., FeB. 26 – ash Wednesday Service at 7 p.m.
Fri., March 13 – Kauffman’s Chicken 3-6 p.m.
 (in chuch parking lot)
thUrS., apriL 9 – Maundy thursday Service
 7 p.m. with Holy Communion
 (at Frieden’s Lutheran Church, New Ringgold)
SUn., apriL 12 – easter Sunday 
 10:30 a.m. with Holy Communion

aLcOhOLicS anOnyMOUS
Every Wednesday at 7:30 p.m.

zion’s
Red ChuRCh

Caring for Families since 1755!
Worship at 10:30 a.m.

Box 334
1287 Centre Turnpike

orwigsburg

www.zionsredchurch.com

See our article for more details!

 WeLcOMing all with God’s love,
Strengthening individuals for life’s journey,

 BLeSSing our wider community

HOURS: Monday-Friday 9 a.m.-6 p.m.
Saturday 9 a.m.-2 p.m. • Sunday - Closed

www.thomaspharmacy.net

570-366-0381 • Fax: 366-0203
101 West Market Street • Orwigsburg, PA

Your Hometown Pharmacy for Over 50 Years
Flu Shots Available Now!

Ask About Our New Mobile App
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Family Movie Night is offered during the winter 
months on a Friday. “Maleficent 2” will be featured on 
Friday, March 13 beginning at 5:30 p.m. Everything, 
including the popcorn, is free.

Lay leader Brenda Binns offers “Eat, Pray and 
Color” every Wednesday afternoon at 2 at The Cake 
Pros in Schuylkill Haven. Supplies and coffee are free.

Salem Church partners with five other local 
churches to host community-wide 
Wednesday Lenten supper-and-wor-
ship services on a rotating basis. 
Each church will hold its own Ash 
Wednesday service on February 26 
and then join with a host church for 
subsequent Wednesdays. Supper 
begins at 6 p.m. followed by wor-
ship at 7. The full Lenten schedule 
can be found at www.SalemUM.
com. 

All area children, up to age 10, 
are invited to a free community 
Easter Egg Hunt on Sunday, April 5 
beginning at 1 p.m. Bring you bas-
kets and appetite for a time of fun, 
food and fellowship.

Easter Day – Sunday, April 12 – begins with a sun-
rise worship service beginning at 6:30 a.m., followed 
by breakfast in Sandherr Hall at 7:15. Make your first 
stop the cross outside the church where flowers will 
be available for all to place on the cross. An Easter 
tradition for years, we remember that “He is risen! He 
is risen, indeed!” Regular worship times of 8:45 and 
10:45 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. will also be held.  

The God Squad, Salem’s bell ringers, will offer two 
performances this spring – March 15 (welcoming the 
start of spring) and May 10 (celebrating Mothers Day) 
at both Sunday services at 8:45 and 10:45 a.m. Spring 
Bells and Brunch will feature a mid-morning brunch at 
10 a.m. between performances. Bells and Treats will 
honor all women (and all that attend) to wonderful 
sounds and delicious treats. Both promise great food 
and great music, so bring a friend!

Numerous small group meetings and activities are 
offered weekly or monthly, including Youth Group, 
small group Bible studies, United Methodist Men, 
United Methodist Women, and Team Orwigsburg 

church office during the week at 570-943-2759.
Also, mark your calendar for our spring rummage 

sale on Sat., April 25 from 8 a.m. to noon. All proceeds 
benefit those in need. Thinking ahead to warmer tem-
peratures of summer, take a trip to Mystery Island 
during Vacation Bible School week, July 20-24.

Salem UMC
Salem United Methodist Church 

– where Liberty and Independence 
meet at 133 S. Liberty St. – offers 
three unique worship services each 
Sunday with traditional-style at 
8:45 a.m., contemporary at 10:45 
a.m., and the SNL Coffeehouse at 
6:30 p.m. Sunday school for all ages 
is held at 10 a.m. A paid nursery 
attendant is on staff from 8:30 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. All are welcome at all 
our worship times and community 
events.

SNL is Salem’s open door, cof-
fee-house style worship experience, 
held Sunday evenings in Sandherr 
Hall. Share the Good News of Christ through mes-
sages, discussions and Christian films. Monthly movie 
nights start at 6 p.m. to allow for a light meal before 
the movie. Next up for movie night is “Catching Faith” 
on February 23. 

– Continued from Page 21
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St. John’s United
Church of Christ

232 E. Market St., Orwigsburg • 570-366-2255
Spirit filled worship for contemporary souls

• Church & Sun. School at 10 a.m. w/Coffee Hour following
• Communion First Sundays

Ash Wednesday, Feb. 26 – Meal 6 p.m. and
 Worship 7 p.m.

Sunday, April 5 – Easter Cantata at 10 a.m.
Sunday, April 11 – Easter Worship at 10 a.m.

www.thelighthousechurch.com 

The Lighthouse Church 

For more information visit 

Join us as we seek new 
life together! 

Route 61 North 
Orwigsburg, PA 17961 

570-366-1300 

For service time visit website. 
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mission group. Music ministries include senior choir, 
hand bell choir and Praise Team.

Zions Red Church
All are welcome at Zion’s Red 

Church, the oldest congregation locat-
ed in the heart of southern Schuylkill 
County. We are a shared ministry of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church and 
the United Church of Christ. You can’t 
miss the Red Church, we’re at 1287 
Centre Turnpike at the intersection of 
Rt. 61 and Brick Hill Road, Orwigsburg.  

Worship services are held every 
Sunday at 10:30 a.m. with the Rev. Ken 
Melber, Jr.

It is during these seasons of Lent 
and Easter that we proclaim the mys-
tery of our faith – Christ has died, 
Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 
We remember Jesus’ journey to the 
cross for our redemption. We remem-
ber Jesus’ resurrection that reminds 
us that death does not hold the final 
word. 

We will begin the season with our Ash Wednesday 
service at 7 p.m. on February 26. During the season of 
Lent, we will also be studying world religions, begin-
ning on Mon., February 24 from 1 to 2:30 p.m. and 
continuing each Monday for six weeks.

Holy Week will feature a shared Maundy Thursday 
service at 7 p.m. with Holy Communion to be held at 
Frieden’s Lutheran Church, New Ringgold. 

Easter Sunday celebration will be 
at Zion’s Red Church at a 10:30 wor-
ship service with Holy Communion.

Kauffman’s chicken will be avail-
able on Friday, March 13 from 3 to 
6 p.m. from the church parking lot. 
Tickets are $8 and will benefit the 
cemetery fund. A snow date has been 
set for Monday, March 16. Call the 
church office to purchase tickets or 
feel free to just stop by as long as the 
dinners last. 

The renovated basement social 
hall, including an updated kitchen, 
is available for birthday parties, baby 
showers, or other events. The social 
hall accommodates 50-to-60 people 
and rents for $10. The middle floor 
room of the church can be rented for 
$60 and can comfortably seat 25 to 
30 people.

Contact the church office at (570) 366-1178 for 
any information about our Sunday service, Bible 
study sessions, church rental spaces, or other events.  
Find us online at zionsredchurch.com or join our 
Facebook page.
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from where it all began
 . . . is happening again

209 N. warren st.
orwigsburg, PA 17961

official Matter
of orwigsburg Borough

Ecrwss Postal customer
orwigsburg, PA 17961

A Friendly & Historic Community . . . Serving Its Residents • Welcoming Its Visitors

ThINK
SPrING!
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Boutique Shopping Close to Home

HourS:
Tuesday–10 am - 5 pm

Wed. & Thurs.–10 am - 7 pm
Fri. & Sat.–10 am - 5 pm 

13 Front Street
Cressona, PA

shopkelsea.com
570-385-1660

Follow us on
Facebook and Instagram

Unique • On-Trend • Affordable
Specializing in Women’s 

Contemporary, New Clothing 
in Sizes Small-to-3X•Complementary Selection 

of Shoes, Jewelry, Handbags
 and Decor Items


