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Borough Of Orwigsburg 

The Borough of Orwigsburg Pennsylvania is pleased to present the 2025 Annual Drinking Water Quality Report, prepared by the Safe Drinking Water Act
(SDWA). This report provides essential information about the quality and source of your drinking water, as well as the protective measures we implement
to ensure its safety.

Este informe contiene información importante acerca de su agua potable. Haga que alguien lo traduzca para usted, ó hable con alguien que lo entienda.
(This report contains important information about your drinking water. Have someone translate it for you, or speak with someone who understands it.)

Orwigsburg Borough is committed to ensuring that our residents have access to safe, high-quality drinking water at all times. This report outlines the wa-
ter quality and its implications for Orwigsburg. If you have questions about this report, please contact Orwigsburg Borough Hall at (570) 366-3103, 
Monday through Friday, from 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM. Public meetings are held in the Council Chambers at 209 North Warren St on the second Wednesday 
of each month at 7:00 PM. Residents are encouraged to attend.

SOURCE (S) OF WATER:

A Source Water Assessment of our source was completed by the PA Department of Environmental Protection (PA. DEP). The Assessment has found that
our source is potentially most susceptible to Agriculture, Low- and High-Density Development, and Major Roads. Overall, our source has a moderate risk
of significant contamination. Complete reports were distributed to municipalities, water suppliers, local planning agencies, and PADEP officers. Copies
of the full report are available for review at the PA. DEP Regional Office, Records Management Unit at (717)705-4732. Orwigsburg Borough has four 
ground wells. Our water sources are used and referred to as Well #1, Well #2, and Well #4. The Well#3 is considered “abandoned,” which, according to 
Pennsylvania law, is defined as a well that has not been actively used to produce, extract, or inject fluids (such as gas, oil, or other liquids) for 12 months 
or more.



WHERE DOES YOUR WATER COME FROM? 

Sources of drinking water include rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, reservoirs, springs, and wells. As water travels over the land or through the ground, it can 
dissolve naturally occurring minerals and, in some cases, pick up substances from human or animal activity. To ensure tap water is safe to drink, the 
EPA sets regulations that limit specific contaminants. The presence of these contaminants does not necessarily indicate a health risk. For more 
information, contact the EPA’s Safe Drinking Water Hotline at (800) 426-4791. 

MONITORING YOUR WATER: 

We routinely test your drinking water for contaminants by federal and state regulations. The results presented in this report cover the monitoring period 
from January 1 through December 31, 2025. Some pollutants are tested less frequently because their concentrations are not expected to change 
significantly.  

DEFINITIONS AND ABBREVIATIONS: 

Action Level (AL) - concentration of a contaminant that, if exceeded, triggers treatment or other requirements that a water system must follow. 

Lead and Copper Rule (LCR) - a federal regulation implemented by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to protect public health by minimizing 
the levels of lead and copper in drinking water. The LCR in Pennsylvania outlines how public water systems should manage and address potential lead 
and copper contamination to ensure the safety of drinking water for residents.  

Level 1 Assessment- A Level 1 assessment is a study of the water system to identify potential problems and determine (if possible) why total coliform 
bacteria have been found in our water system.  

Level 2 Assessment- A Level 2 assessment is a very detailed study of the water system to identify potential problems and determine (if possible) why an 
E. coli MCL violation has occurred and/or why total coliform bacteria have been found in our water system on multiple occasions.



Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL) - the highest level of a contaminant that is allowed in drinking water. MCLs are set as close to the MCLGs as 
feasible using the best available treatment technology. 

Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level Goal (MRDLG) -  The level of a drinking water disinfectant below which there is no known or expected health 
risk. MRDLGs do not accurately reflect the benefits of disinfectant use in controlling microbial contaminants. 

Maximum Contaminant Level Goal (MCLG) – a level of a contaminant in drinking water below which there is no known or expected risk to health. 
MCLGs allow for a margin of safety. 

Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level (MRDL) - the highest level of a disinfectant allowed in drinking water. There is convincing evidence that the 
addition of a disinfectant is necessary for controlling microbial contaminants. 

Microbes (plural for microbe) - microscopic living organisms, such as bacteria, viruses, fungi, and algae, found in various aquatic environments. 

Minimum Residual Disinfectant Level (MinRDL) – the minimum level of residual disinfectant required at the entry point to the distribution system. 

Per-Polyfluoralkyl Substances (PFAS) – a group of artificial chemicals used in various products to make them resistant to grease, oil, water, and 
heat. They are often referred to as "forever chemicals" because they do not break down easily in the environment.  

ppb = parts per billion, or micrograms per liter (μg/L) ppm = parts per million, or milligrams per liter (mg/L) 

DETECTED CONTAMINATION TABLES: 

Chemical Contaminants – Regulate Contaminants 

Contaminants MCL  MCLG Level 
Detected 

Range of 
Detections 

Units Sample 
Date 

Violat
ion 
Y/N 

Sources of Contamination 

Barium 2 2 1.4 - ppm 12/202
4 

N Discharge of drilling wastes, discharge from metal 
refineries, and erosion of natural deposits. 

*Nickel (unregulated) N/A N/A 0.002 - ppm 12/202
4 

N Rocks, soil, volcanic emissions, human activities, and 
industrial processes 

*Trichloroacetic Acid 2.09 - ppb 8/2024 N Byproduct of water disinfection. 

Haloacetic Acid 
60 N/A 3.64 - ppb 8/2024 N Byproduct of drinking water disinfection. 

Total Trihalomethanes 
80 N/A 35.8 - ppb 8/2025 N Byproduct of drinking water disinfection. 



2025 Entry Point Disinfectant Residual 

2025 Copper (1022) / Lead (1033): 90th Percentile Summary Table 

CONTAMINANT Action 
Level

MCLG 90th 
Percentile 
Value

Units # of Sites 
Above AL 
of Total 
Sites

Violation 
Y/N

Sample 
Date 

Source of Contamination 

Copper -
1022 

1.3 1.3 0.300 ppm 0-10 N 2025 Corrosion of household plumbing 

Lead- 
1030 

0.015 0 4 ppb 0-10 N 2025 Corrosion of household plumbing 

2025 Microbial Information 

2025 Turbidity Information 

**NOTE** Additional samples were collected during the monitoring period, but were not detected and are not listed above. Complete sample records are available upon 
request or through the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP). 

 2025 Violations��-��In�2025�we�sampled�for�TTHM�&�HAA5�on�August�6th.��Which�is�before�The�Department�of�Environmental�Protections�������������
required�sampling�window,�this�resulted�in�a�missed�monitoring�violation�for�2025.

CONTAMINANT MIN_DISINFECTANT 
RESIDUAL 

LOWEST 
LEVEL 
DETECTED 

RANGE OF 
DETECTIONS 

UNITS SAMPLE DATE VIOLATION Y/N Source of Contamination: 

Chlorine 0.25 0.39 0.39-1.57 MG/L 05/12/2025 N Water additive used to control microbes. 

Total Coliform Bacteria Presence & E. Coliform Presence – From 1/1/2025-12/31/25, no Microbial was present. 

No Turbidity observations returned for this reporting period due to Orwigsburg used groundwater. 



EDUCATION INFORMATION: 

Inorganic contaminants, such as salts and metals, can be naturally occurring or may result from urban stormwater runoff, industrial or domestic 
wastewater discharges, oil and gas production, mining, or agricultural activities. Organic chemical contaminants, including synthetic and volatile 
organic chemicals, are byproducts of industrial processes and petroleum production, and they can also come from gas stations, urban stormwater 
runoff, and septic systems. Radioactive contaminants can be naturally occurring or a result of oil and gas production and mining activities. Pesticides 
and herbicides may originate from various sources, including agriculture, urban stormwater runoff, and residential use. Microbial contaminants, such 
as viruses and bacteria, may come from sewage treatment plants, septic systems, agricultural livestock operations, and wildlife. 

SPECIAL CONSIDERATION REGARDING CHILDREN, PREGNANT WOMEN, NURSING MOTHERS, AND OTHERS:

Children may be more susceptible to contaminants present in drinking water than adults due to their lower body weight. For this reason, reproductive or 
developmental effects are used for calculating the drinking water standard if these effects occur at lower levels than other health effects of concern. 
Suppose there is insufficient toxicity information for a chemical (for example, a lack of data on reproductive or developmental effects). In that case, an 
additional uncertainty factor may be incorporated into the calculation of the drinking water standard, thereby making the standard more stringent to 
account for uncertainties regarding these effects. In cases of lead and nitrate concentrations, effects on infants and children are the health endpoints 
upon which the standards are based. 

OTHER INFORMATION:

Lead can cause serious health issues, especially for pregnant women and young children. In drinking water, lead primarily originates from service lines
and plumbing materials. Orwigsburg Borough provides high-quality drinking water, but it cannot control the materials used in plumbing. To

reduce lead exposure, flush your tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes before using the water for drinking or cooking. For testing methods and steps to
minimize exposure, contact the Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800-426-4791) or visit http://www.epa.gov/safewater/lead.

Cryptosporidium in water refers to the microscopic parasite Cryptosporidium, which can contaminate water sources and cause illness in humans. It is
a one-celled parasite that resides in the intestines of both animals and humans. When infected individuals or animals release the parasite in their feces, 
it can contaminate water supplies, particularly surface water sources like rivers and lakes. Arsenic is a naturally occurring element that can contami-
nate water and is a known carcinogen.



Disclaimer: This report is intended to provide our customers with accurate and transparent information about the quality of their drinking water, as required by the Safe Drinking 
Water Act. The data presented are based on sampling conducted in accordance with state and federal monitoring requirements. While every effort has been made to ensure the 
accuracy of this information, unintentional errors or omissions may occur. If you have any questions or if you would like additional information about the data or how to interpret it, 
please contact Orwigsburg Borough Hall at (570) 366-3103. In addition, this report has been reviewed against the CCR Checklist Job Air to ensure full compliance.  

Nitrate in drinking water at levels above 10 ppm is a health risk for infants of less than six months of age. High nitrate levels in drinking water can cause 
blue baby syndrome. Nitrate levels may rise rapidly for short periods due to rainfall or agricultural activities. If you are caring for an infant, it is 
recommended that you consult with your healthcare provider for guidance.  

WATER INFORMATION SOURCES: 
Pennsylvania DEP Bureau of Safe Drinking Water: https://www.pa.gov/agencies/dep/programs-and-services/water/bureau-of-safe-drinking-water.html 

United States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA): https://www.epa.gov 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention: https://www.cdc.gov 

Water Quality Association: https://wqa.org 

National Library of Medicine/National Institute of Health: https://www.nlm.nih.gov 

https://www.pa.gov/agencies/dep/programs-and-services/water/bureau-of-safe-drinking-water.html
https://www.epa.gov/
https://www.cdc.gov/
https://wqa.org/
https://www.nlm.nih.gov/



